Angela Carter derives ‘The Werewolf’ from the original children’s story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. Carter’s version contrasts the girl and the attitude towards her in modern times, which completely differs from the traditional and conventional perception of women from the original story. 

Carter makes the reader immediately aware that she is carefully challenging the role of the female protagonist as “When she heard that freezing howl of a wolf, she dropped her gifts, seized her knife and turned on the beast.” This determined act of defiance demonstrates the new-found courage and bravery facing the unknown in the forest, which emphasises the break away from the conventional fairy-tale girl who would ‘died of fright at the sight of it’. Furthermore, the Gothicised description of the “freezing howl” implies fear and an uneasy atmosphere, which the protagonist manages to overcome. Carter clearly uses the tale to explore her feminist notions of independence, thus creating a large distinction between each story. 

The motif of strength and courage is reiterated as she ‘seized her knife and turned on the beast’ suggesting that she is not a passive character and demonstrates that she is competent enough to defend herself, unlike ‘Red Riding Hood’ who needs a dominant male to save her from frightening encounters. This confirms a more feminist point of view from Carter as it illustrates women can be strong, powerful and independent through their actions.
