“For Carters, European myths and fairytales … encourage the notion that feminity is essentially passive, that female sexuality is simultaneously vulnerable and dangerous, and that young women undergo certain rite of passage designed to teach them how to control their bodies and their desires.” 

In which ways do you think carter depicts and challenges this view within the ‘Bloody Chamber’? 

Angela carter shows two side of the argument. Carter uses the ‘new woman’ and ‘puppet’ women in her stories as she gives the ‘puppet’ women voices that they never had before and shows the ‘new woman’ journey from being voiceless to a powerful woman. Carter uses female protagonist who take on an empowered role where they rise up away from the control and oppressive forces of men. These women are known as ‘new women’ as they gain back their sexual identity and deconstruct the roles of women in the society. 

In the beginning of Carter’s stories women start of as ‘puppet women’. They have no desire or hope to be a ‘new woman’ they are passive and they’re female sexuality is simultaneously vulnerable and dangerous which leads them to the control of men. In the bloody chamber Carter creates a sense of terror by using the protagonist’s vulnerability, an example of a gothic element. “Clasped round my throat… chocker of rubies” highlights that the Marquis presents her as his possession and heightens her entrapment within her ‘marriage’. However, as the ruby chocker was worn by Marquis’ grandmother who has ‘escaped the blade’ foreshadows that the narrator will escape Marquis’ blade. The grandmother also represents the women who have escaped from their dominant males. 

The narrator is also presented as a naïve and passive young girl and has no sign of independence. The narrator, ‘puppet woman’, has always been an object of possession and is highlighted in the line “ceased to be her child in becoming his wife”. However her mother has been in the dominant society lot longer and therefore has much greater knowledge “are you sure you love him” which creates her desire to become a new woman and fight back. The mother in ‘The Bloody Chamber’ symbolizes a new woman. She is indomitable woman, she shows characteristics of strength and courage and this is shown in the lines “shooting a man- eating tiger with her own hands” which depicts her conventional masculinity within her. This is then explored towards the end of the novelette when she saves her daughter from the Marquis with her ‘horse’ which has always been seen as the role of a man. This strongly shows the mothers strength in her new society by ‘immobilising gender roles’.
The structure of the ‘Bloody Chamber’ has long descriptive paragraphs, short sentences such as ‘dead as his wives’ which create a negative impact on readers, long sentences with commas to increase suspense which is an element included in Gothic literature. The castle is an example of an isolated setting this shows the distant away from humanity therefore evoking sense of horror. The ‘Bloody Chamber’ is a reworked fairytale from the bluebeard which has moral of women not over step their mark in society. They are also written as short stories which creates more of an impact. Carter uses language devices such as juxtaposition “lascivious tenderness” and metaphor for the Marquis being described as God, “the eye of God – his eye”. 
To conclude Carter has challenged and criticised the myths and fairy tales by converting them into short stories and giving women an empowering and active role rather than a passive puppet women in which that has been portrayed highly in the fairy tales told. The fairytale Bluebeard teaches women not step over their boundary whereas Carter has re worked the fairy tale and changed it into that women do have a part in the society. 
