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Task:

Purpose:

The Brief:

To Cast the Character of Heathcliff (in 1hr 45min)

“To examine and reflect on the key character traits of Emily Bronte’s hero.
“To explore Heathcliff as a Gothic Hero.
“To help prepare for class essay.

Warner Brothers have commissioned a sumptuous film of Wuthering Heights (they really
want to play up the Gothic elements). However, the Bronte estate is demanding that the
design, direction and casting remain very true to the original text. They are insisting on
having (at least) three English students on the casting board ... you!

Disaster! - after months spent searching for the right actor to play the role (opposite
Gemma Arterton as Cathy), Damien Lewis has (at the last minute) been ruled too ginger
to play Heathcliff. You have 2 lessons to find the best alternative choice for a GOTHIC
HEATHCLIFF....

...and pitch your choice (complete with textual back-up) to the Chairman of Warner Bros
(Mr Gray) and the representatives of the Bronte Estate (The Cherwell English Faculty).

The winning team receives a handsome payment (a bushel of apples) and a credit on the
movie.

Lewis: Too giger or Heathelir?
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Outcome:

Success:

Afull colour A2 sheet (to be given out following initial planning) to present to the Casting
Director of the new Warner Bros. Film. It should integrate text / images and layout.

Use the internet (and your knowledge of the text) to research and record the key
character traits of the character. Present these in an effective way and consider how
they might relate to the ‘Features of the Gothic’ (Uncanny, Sublime etc).

Research historical responses to the character (what do people respond to) - your best
bet is to examine the actors who have played him on stage and screen - and what people
think of them. Present these in an effective way — demonstrate how they relate to the
character traits in the novel.

Integrate some quotations from the text to your presentation — especially f they relate to
Heathcliff as a Gothic hero.

Include images of (and quotations about 2?) other literary Gothic characters (from past
and present ) who you feel have some reference to Heathcliff ~ is he a Dr Jekyll and Mr

Hyde, a Dracula, a Byron, an Edward Cullen ... or maybe all three?

Provide a clear textual reason as to why your choice is the RIGHT choice.




